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S T A T E 'S FOREST PRODUCTS OUTPUT UNUSUALLY HIGH
M ISSOULA —
The output of Montana's forest products plants in the first
quarter of 1987 exceeded 1986's near-record pace, according to a
University of Montana research office.
The quarterly estimates, compiled by the UM Bureau of
Business and Economic Research, are based on a survey done in
cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association.

The

survey includes 31 plants, accounting for more than 90 percent of
the state's forest products manufacturing activity.
Charles E. Keegan, director of forest products research,
said the forest products industry is continuing to reach very
high levels of production, especially for lumber and plywood.
He added that good markets and a mild winter were the main
factors contributing to the high levels.

Improved product

recovery and production efficiency also played a role, he said.
Estimated lumber production during the quarter was 390
board feet, up from 359 million board feet produced in
the first quarter of 1986.

Keegan said lumber output for the

first quarter of 1987 represents one of the highest quarterly
production levels ever.
Plywood production was also close to record-breaking levels,
more
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up from 164 million square feet in the first quarter of 1986 to
178 million square feet in the first quarter of 1987.
Production employment and wages were also up over the first
quarter of 1986.

An average of 4,379 production workers were on

the job during the first quarter of 1987, compared to 4,177 for
the same time in 1986.

Total wages paid to production workers

were $26,557,000 in the first quarter of 1987, compared to
$26,157,000 for the first quarter of 1986.
The figures refer only to production workers at mill sites
and do not include the several thousand workers in logging,
trucking and related areas.
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Source:
University of Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Forest
Industries System (Missoula, Montana, 1987).

